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On the Cover

Artist’s Statement
for Living Outside
the Binary
DEREK PAZOLT

T

he idea for this fiber art piece has evolved over
the course of two years. It was originally going to be one large fiber art piece that focused
upon multiple topics within the transgender community — topics such as the lived experiences of Black
transgender individuals who have faced violence and
lost their lives due to transphobia in America. Also,
non-binary and genderqueer individuals, as well as
other under-represented members of the community,
and the staggeringly high suicide rate (41% among
transgender individuals compared with 1.6% for the
general population) are topics represented on this quilt.
I realized that I needed to break these topics down into
multiple fiber art pieces and set to work on my first one
in January 2020.
When the pandemic first hit, I had to engage
in a “lock down” at my work and lived at a particular group home for nearly three weeks, just over 400
hours. Over this period of time, I worked on creating
masks for those in need, mostly homeless shelters,
community health centers, and for members of the

community who were unable to access personal protective equipment. It was during this time that I also
started piecing the quilt top together. Sadly, there was
a fire at my work on September 22, 2020. Most of the
house and its contents were unable to be saved, but this
fiber art piece survived. Sealed in a Tupperware container, it was safe from the smoke and heat.
I spent two months completing the piece that has
been included in this volume of The Graduate Review.
When one looks upon this fiber art piece, the
silhouette of a person is visible at the center. This person rests in a space between two extremes, the two
colors associated with societal binary gender norms
of pink and blue. When one looks closely at the silhouette, it is evident that numerous shapes exist within
the person. These shapes are associated with various
gender identities. These same symbols are scattered
about the fiber art piece, representing the wide range
of gender identities and expressions that can manifest
in different ways.
This fiber art piece is meant to depict the experience of an individual exploring their gender identity, and some of the many possibilities that exist in
the world. Each person’s gender identity is unique, and
although there may be many commonalities within
groups of people, no one identity is exactly like another. The human experience provides a richness and
complexity that is both inspiring and awing. This fiber
art piece was created to represent the wide variety of
gender identities in the world and honor those who are
living their personal truths. These individuals and their
gender identities, whether described as transgender,
genderqueer, genderfluid, or something else entirely,
are all beautiful and valid.
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This fiber art piece and the documentation of
it was due in large part to the assistance and support
of several individuals. The fiber art piece was longarm
quilted by Rada Elegant. Longarm quilting is a process
by which layers of fabric and batting are sandwiched
and quilted together using a large sewing machine.
In this instance, the quilt top was layered against batting and backing fabric, and a design was sewn into
all three layers producing a texture. The symbols were
generously provided by Bennett Brisland, and the photography was facilitated with the help of my brotherin-law, Drew Bryden.
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